
MINNESOTA GREEN PARTY RESOLUTION SUPPORTING  
AMENDMENT OF MINNESOTA STATUTE 296A.18 TO  
DELETE DIVERSION OF STATE GAS-TAX TO MOTORIZED RECREATION 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota roads and bridges are in many places in poor condition and 
are in need of repair and replacement; 

WHEREAS, restoring the state’s transportation infrastructure is a top priority; 

WHEREAS, Minnesota’s families and highway authorities are in need of additional 
revenue 

WHEREAS, 50% of Minnesotans are opposed to increasing the state’s gas-tax; 

WHEREAS, 3% - $16 million - of Minnesota’s annually collected gas-tax appears to 
be unconstitutionally diverted to motorized recreation - the Minnesota Constitution 
dedicates 100% of gas-tax revenue to trunk highways, state-aid highways and 
municipal streets: 

Sec. 5. HIGHWAY USER TAX DISTRIBUTION FUND. There is hereby created a 
highway user tax distribution fund to be used solely for highway purposes as 
specified in this article. The fund consists of the proceeds of any taxes authorized 
by sections 9 and 10 of this article. The net proceeds of the taxes shall be 
apportioned: 62 percent to the trunk highway fund; 29 percent to the county  
state-aid highway fund; nine percent to the municipal state-aid street fund.  

WHEREAS, the diversion of gas-tax revenue results in many unwanted effects including: 

• damage to right-of-ways 

• trespass on private and public property 

• damage to wetlands and forests 

• misuse of public funds 

• intrusion of noise, fumes and danger to others on private and public property  

WHEREAS, restoration of the state’s roads and bridges could be accomplished with 
less increased tax burden on Minnesotans by redirecting 3% of the state’s gas-tax – 
currently being diverted to motorized recreation - back to roads and bridges; 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Minnesota Green Party endorses amendment of 
Minnesota Statute 296A.18 to delete diversion of the state’s gas-tax to motorized recreation. 
 

Roads not ruts!  Learn more at www.MnResponsibleRec.org, 218-740-3175 
 

http://www.mnresponsiblerec.org/

