
March ~ when the IA!gis-
Jature gI:M!S back to work.
Lawmakers could pass a bill
allowing A TV ~ at that
tiIM, although only on state
and oounty ]and

DNR representati~ will
meet with tlM! Sl Louis
County Land Department
today as part do the study.
WIe1 it is rompJeted, DNR
staff will layout trail ~ues
for lawmakers but not make
any official recommenda-
tion, said LaurM! Martinson,
~r c1 the DNR's Trails
8I¥l Waterways Division.

RECREATION: The debate over A TV use on the
North Shore Snowmobile Trail heats up again.
BY JOHN MYERS months. In August 3X)4,
IIWSTRlBUNESTAffWRfTER DNR Coro~j.~ioner ~

Merriam decided ATVs
Eft"orts to QlM!D the North ~ not ~ alloW.eci on the

Shore State Snowmobile trail. Withoot ma.)Or route
Trail to swnrnertime A TV ~ and new bridges, he
~ have ~ reIc~ said, ATVs woold have too
thanks to a little-known law big of an impact on ~nsitive
passed by tlM! ~ T ~q1a.. North Shore streams and
ture. w~.

But ATV cl~ OOUDty
Lawmakers ~ ~ ~ and QUe northern

Minnesota Department cX. lawmakers kept pressing the
Nat\U'3l R~~ to study ~. Lawmakers gave the
the p~ of adding ATVs DNR ~,(XX) to oonduct the
to the trail during snowless.' study am report back by

~ - "IIWS 1I8I4E GRAPI«S
See ATV, Page 3E
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From PagelE 'n1e trail is open to snowmo-
biling during winter and a
mix ~ nonmotorilro activities
- hiking, biking, wa1kjng
huntB'S and horseback riding
- during the remainder of the
year. although it is only
lightly used in summer
months. Only about six mie
m the trail near Finland cur-
rently are ~ to ATVs.

'nle North Shore State Trail
is ~te from the walking-
only Superior Hiking Trall, al-
though they run parallel at
tiDH!S am ~ in ~ arms.

Much of the snowmobile
trail, ~ re;:-i:e:it, nms ~
the ~or National Forest,
am any effort to change uses
would ~ujre a f~ envi-
ronmental review. said Kris
ReichMbacb, ~ SlX)kes-
woman.

'nle Nol1b SIkJre A TV Club
th'St pro~ adding ATVs to
thetrailin:mi.1beStlnuis
am Lake County boards have
S111JP()rted tOO ooncept. Sup.
1X>rtm'S h~ the trail will act
as a major A TV artery to link
with moor loop trails inland
from the North Shore. They
argue that a trail network
would focus riders in desig-
natOO areas. mak;1rt-¥. for easier
Jaw enfo~ment and minimi7~
ing conflicts with others.

John Knutson of rural Du:.:
luth. via! presjdent of ~ An'
Te1Tain Vehicle Association of
MinnescKa, said tM:.en~...
mental impacts of adding
ATVs to the trail would 00
minimal. Adding a ~nd ~
to the existing trail avoids.
having to blaze a new one,
with only minimal resurfacing,
and.rerouting~

""lbere are no open streama'(6S~ on the trail at all' .
any more - thafs a fallacy.
~ bridges are m over the
~ ~. 'nlere's m I'm:-'
son it can't handle ATVs rjght
oow ," 00 said. "There will 00
ongojng maintenance, but youhave that on any trail. "

Some local enviromnental
~ OPIXR adding A TV s
~use of. IX>tential problems
with ~ion and runc:tf into
~ str&IIm and wetJaIm.
11)ey also say it would ca~
~ve no~ and traffic.

"We don't want a network cX
A TV trails sprouting along ~
North Shore. We don't think
~ ~idents up here want
that. ... We thb1k if ~~
know aoout this, they will stop
it," Brown said. But northern
lawmakers "likely will push it
through next y~ no mattB:'
what the feasibility study
says."

"We ~ to be in contact
with all ~ 1an~ such.
as the county, and ~ what or-
~ are in ~ that
might ~ ATV ~," Mar-
tinson said "There's still a lot
d. jnfonnation we ~ to djg
out" "

For example, .the state
doosn't know how many pri.
vate JandowIH!1'S own laM the.
trail ~. Each private
1aIxiowner would have to ap-
prove ~ ~ to allow
ATVs to ~ their Jand. At
]east 10 miles ci tm trail is m
private land.

Critics d. A TV ~ m the
trail such as J~ Brown, pres-
icBtt d. Dulu~ Minne-
sotans for Responsible
Recreation, say ~ county
am state ~CiaJS are tryjng to
quietly push the change with.
out public input

"Our goal now is to ~ that
this be an ~ public pro.
~. ... We're talking 8OOut
public ]and and public ~ am
public money. We all deserveinput, " he said

The 146-mile ~wmobile
trail runs from near Duluth to
Grdnd Marais. At ~ is
aoout 48 miles from outside
Duluth to tm Silver Bay area.

v.tK>C7M'ISja,dlX'dertheNorth
StO8 State SnowmobIle Trail?


