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As Ordered by the Legis1ature,theDNR
is inthep~ of des~tirig trails
where the machines maybe ridden; ATV
usersareffUStl-ated bE!Cause they want des-
iPted trailS Where they ,can ride,and
~ey deserVe tohaveth<:JSetrai}s. At first
glance; the North Shore State Trail might
seem a logical choice. But~ snowmobile '

trail and an ATV ':tiailafe two distinctly ,

differentkiridsof ~ ~ or should be. '
A~owmobile~~ only when the

ground isfrilzenand;$i1ow -covered. hardly
affectS the tertain beneath it. An ATV,
~'oritheOther~~1S used ~
sprmg,summerand'faU;When the ground
is exposeqand sometirileS wet. TheDNR!s
description,ofctlle North Shore State Trail
on itsWe~ site mclud~this paragraph: !

'~epoJ;'Uonofthe tt'ai1 ~sted for
summer useisftOm the town of Finland to
Grand "Marais (70 miles).. The remainder of
the ~ ,maybavestanding water on1t
during the ~er-months."

TheNorlh ~horeStateTrall cl'oSses
about 40 Streams: betWeenDuluthaild
Grand ~most,of' ~m trout streams.

"From What [understand, there's quire
afewwetlaIldSalopgthetratl." saidDt>n
ScbI'einer,DNRLake~rior area fish;.
eriessupervisoi: '~fisheries people, we'd
~ooncernedabOufATVs ~ wetlands and
stteam areas wi;.1erethey might cause
increaSed siltation and sedimentation intothese Sh"eams." . ,c

Andy Holak,iorest recreation specialist
for the St. ~uis CountY Land Department,
has slmilarconcerns.

"We have$Omeconcerns regal'dingthe
amount of ,wetiandareas involved Where
the North Sh9reTrail goesthroughSt.
LoUisCounty,~'Ho1aksaid. "It may bea sig-
nificantisSue There already is rutting
on .thetrail from illegalATV use in the
summertime.."

ATV trallsneedtobe designate(ion .
Iandswhere they will be both enjoyable to
ride and do the least ~ to theroun-
tryside. The North Shore Trail. especially'
init$southernmostportio~is not such a
pfare.lt's tQ<>wetand subject to erosion;

There's little doubt it ,would be extreme-'
lyjK)pular With ATV riders,butthe trail

. wasn'tdes~edforthatk]ndof summer
use. The DNR mouldoontinue'to m8kethe
eva1uaijonanddes~tion of ATV trails a
pnorit.)i; 'but it should let the North Shore
State Trallrenlainasno'Wmobile trail.

T he North Shore 'State Trail is an
excellentsnowmoblle trail, buttt
shouldn'tbeused as an all-terrain
vehicle trail Wet in many pfares and
CrCissingnumeroustrout streams,

theti-all~ri1dbe,subject to serious ero-
sion and wetland degradation.

bllateDet::ember, theStwuis County
~ at the urgingOfalocal ATV club,
passed aresolutio~supporting ATVuseon
the countY's~rtion of the state ~ The
trail runs 146 miles from DUluth to Grand
Marais andindudesa1>Out 2l) miles in St
Louis (;9Qnty;The Lake County BOOi-dhas
passed aslmllar i'esol utio n.

The StL<>Uis County resolution came
as a $\1iprise to some who oppose oJ;)eIliDg
the trail to ATVs.The item was not listed
on theOOard'smeeting ~nda for Dec.22
and~ lJRanimouslyafter little discus-.

sian.
On Tuesday; theoountY boardlistenoo

to supporters and op~nentS Of ATV 'use
on the ttall; then voted nOt to rescind its
origiI)a1:resolution. The rountyhas no
jUtfSd1CtionDverf.ffe~ WhiCh is man.
~bytheMinnesotaDepartment of
Natural Resources. However, the board's
resolution has prompted DNR ofticialsto
S8Ytheywlll,consideiATV use on the
~ ,..-

~fsstep back and look at theblgger
pi~for a ~ute.ATVuse is rising
rap~ withm~ than 2O5,(XX)m~
registered in the state. In each Ofthepa$!
two years, 35,(XX)first-time re~ons
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