
, For immediate releas~ , -"

Contact~ Jeff Brown. Co-Director, Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation, 218-740-3175; 218-5~-6188

- Radio spot asks Governor Ventura, "Where is the DNR?" in A TV protections

Minnesota' s D~R and the A TV lobby have beetl touting proposals designed to convince us they can promote A TV use

atid protect pur environment too. - '

To cleat the air.> Minnesotans for R~sponsible Recreatio~ MRR. is broadcaSting a radio plea to Govemor- Venr;ura

asking. "Where is the DNR providing our state c,omprehensiveprotection from A TY impacts? Jeff Brown, MRR Co-'- . .,
Director says "MRR wants the D NR to implement three basic policies to protect om state from the ,impacts of A TV s" .'

First, the DNR should dec~e a "designated routes .!lB.l£'~ policy requiring ATVs tQ Stay on traqSposted "open'~. BroWn
, --

says, "This is what every neighbOring state 4as afready done? ~d what land managers and enforcement officials in our. -
state want. It waS the DNR Cotl.1n1issioner himselfwho said 'Nobody ever tears down 'open signs"'. Current DNR

\ ' -

proposals do nothing to change DNR po~cy that opens all trails to A TVs in 95% of our forests.

, ,
Second, MRR wants tbe,DNR to oomplete objective environmetital r~ew of~ ATV proposals to select accep~)e

routes. Where is the DNR? While the DNR professes environmental stewardship they are appealing a Cass County

District Court erder requiring them to complete environmental review of ATV prOposals in NordI Cen1ral Minnesota.

Third. the DNR should provide adequate enforcement to ~eep ATVs. on selected trails. MRR ~s calling on Governor
'. .'

Ventura to use the current balance of $8 million in off-road vehicJe accounts to boost A TV enforcement statewide.

~ 'believes it is the $12.5 million in DNR gas-tax acco~ts dedl,catedto off-road vehicles that is fueling the expansion

of A TV use in Minne$()ta. MRR' has requested an audit of these accounts after finding that motorized clubs are. using

this money to bulldoze illegal trails on public land. The state' s legislatl~e audit commission is reviewing this request

which can be viewed on MRR's wobsite.

Where is the ONR providing comprehensive statewide protection from ATV impacts? Gas-~ funding has confused the. . - .
DNR's mission with that of the A TV lobby. Until the D ,':' ooses to protect our parks and forests over pub!ic relations

and promotion of ATVs, not a single penny should be r mile of ATV traiIdevel6ped. Minnesotans for Responsible

Recreation urges Minnesotans everywhere to call Gov I tura and ~ll him so. Hear "Where is the DN~?" and view
- j ,. +.

ATV damage ~d DNR docwnents at MRR's website: ~.Mi1ReponsibleRec.org.
- Minnesota's voice for peace and q_&: healthy trails and waterways.

T,EL: (218) 525-058-1- . FAX: (218) ~5-0303 . 0011.: mrr@cpinternet.com.' W~lTE: wWw.MnResponsiNeRcc.org
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