Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation

- , PO Box 111, Duluth, MN 55801 7
TEL: (2]8) 740-3175 » FAX: (218) 740-3179 « EmaLL: info@MnResponsibleRec.org www.MnResponsibleRec.org

January 16, 2004 Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail
Commissioner Steve Raukar, Chair and Commissioners Ann Bushe, Interim St. Louis Co. Administrator
St. Louis County Board of Commissioners St. Louis County Courthouse

Hibbing Courthouse 100 North 5th Avenue West, Room 202

1810 12th Avenue East Duluth, MN 55802

Hibbing, MN 55746

Chair Raukar and Commissioners, Ann Busche:
Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation requests the following information:

1. Copies of all written and e-mail communications between citizens, advocacy groups and commissioners from the
past six months regarding ATV use on the North Shore State Trail. Please note we request communications with all
commissioners both pro and con.

2. Copies of all written and e-mail communications between commissioners and with staff, the DNR and any other
. public agency from the past six months, regarding ATV use on the North Shore State Trail and development of the
Hermantown Missing Link Snowmobile Trail in Hermantown and Rice Lake and Lakewood Townships.

3. Copies of all county policy statements regarding motorized and non-motorized recreation and internal
communications immediately related to such policy.

4. Copies of all trail agreements, authorizations, or easements for motorized and non-motorized trails on tax-
forfeit land from the past five years. :

5. Copies of all Minnesota Snowmobile Trail Assistance Program Applications and all Minnesota Snowmobile Trail
Assistance Program Requests for Reimbursement from all snowmobile and ATV clubs in.St. Louis County
including the Hermantown Snowmobile Club, Hermantown Missing Link Trail Committee, Reservoir Riders,
Arrowhead ATV Club, and Ely Igloos. Please provide information from the past ten years.

6. Copies of all required permits, (including easements), related to the above Program Applications.

7. Copies of all communications with the county land department or other county departments, staff, or elected officials
- regarding citizen, property owner, or county staff concerns about trespass, and/or other problems related to the
trail building, maintenance, and use of snowmobile and ATV trails in St. Louis County, and the grant-in-aid
clubs involved. Please provide information from the past ten years.

As there is an immediate concern in our membership and citizens of the county regarding decisions related to A'1'V use of
the North Shore State 'I'ail and development of the Hermantown Missing Link Snowmobile Irail, we request that you
promptly provide the information requested in items 1, 2, and 3 above and any information related to funding for

or development of the Hermantown Missing Link Snowmobile Trail (including the purchase of easements) in the
next five business days.

Please call on me at 218-740-3175 for any other informatiogiyou might need regarding dur request.
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January 22, 2004

Mr. Jeff Brown, Executive Director
Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation
P.O.Box 111 ‘
Duluth, MN 55801 i

RE: January 16, 2004 Request for Data
Dear Mr. Brown:

This letter will acknowledge receipt of your correspondence dated January 16, 2004 requesting
copies of data falling within seven categories and pertaining to ATV and snowmobile trail matters.
Pursuant to that request, the Land Department, Public Works Department, Administration, and
the Commissioners have been canvassed in order to determine the scope of your request. Based
upon a preliminary appraisal it would appear that your request encompasses approximately 4,000
pages of materials. Additionally it is estimated that compiling and copying this information will
involve approximately 20 hours of staff time in the various departments.

Under these conditions, St. Louis County requires the requesting party to pay the actual costs
associated with answering a data request. Based upon a copying charge of $.10 per page and a
blended staff time rate of $25.00 per hour, it is estimated that the cost of your request will be
$900.

Upon receipt of a check payable to the St. Louis County Auditor in the amount of $900, we will
proceed to respond to your request. Upon completion of this project a statement containing the
actual costs will be prepared. You will be responsible for any additional costs and should the
actual costs be less than this estimate, you will be refunded the difference. This sum may be
remitted to my attention.

SM

Ann Busche
Interim County Administrator

“The mission of St. Louis County is to provide to its people those services mandated
and / or expected by its citizens so as to provide a good quality of life”



Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation
. PO Box 111, Duluth, MN 55801
TEL: (218) 740-3175 « FAX: (218) 740-3179 » EMAIL: info@MnResponsibleRec.org « www.MnResponsibleRec.org

January 26, 2004 t L ' Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail

Ann Bucshe, Interim St. Louis Co. Administrator
St. Louis County Courthouse

100 North 5th Avenue West, Room 202

Duluth, MN 55802

Ann Busche:

We have received your January 22, 2004 response to our January 16, 2004 request for information. You quote an
wthnedcostofmuiwalmdoopyingfoneqmedmwdalsmbcsm. We appreciate that retrieval and copying of
items #s 4 — 7 will require substantial staff time and costs. Please provide a breakdown of these costs per item in our
request. Please also provide us with times and dates that we could scarch your files and make copies on the premises
with our own copy machine. - )

In the meantime please provide the following amended items from our January 16, 2004 request which we believe are
readily at hand and involve minimal costs. Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation requests the following information
ASAP (to save time and costs e-mail communications can be seat to jefi@MnResponsibleRec.org): :

1 Copies of all written and e-mail communications between citizens, advocacy groups and commissiﬁneri from the
past six months regarding ATV us¢ on the North Shore State Trail. Please note we request communications with all
commissioners both pro and con. ' :

2. Copies of all written and e-mail communicsations between commissioners and with staft, the DNR and any other
public agency from the past six months, regarding ATV use on the North Shore State Trail.

3. Copies of all county policy statements regarding motorized and non-motorized recreation and internal
- communications immediately related to such policy from the past six months.

As there is an immediate concern in our membership and citizens regarding County decisions related to ATV use of the
North Shore State Trail a prompt reply to the above request will be appreciated. :

Please call on me at 218-740-3175 for any other information you might need regarding our requests.

Minnesota’s voice for peace and quiet & heallhy rails and walerways.



Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation
, PO Box 111, Duluth, MN 55801 - .
TEL: (218) 740-3175 o FAX: (218) 740-3179 « eMAlL: info@MnResponsibleRec.org » www.MnResponsibleRec.org

February 25, 2004 " Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail

Aunr Bueshe, Interim St. Louis Ca. Administrator
St. Louis County Courthouse

100 North Sth Avenue West, Room 202

Dututh, MN 55802 .

Ann Busche: )

Thank you for taking time during on impromptu meeting on February 20, 2004 to discuss the county’s progress in
responding to our January 16, 2004 request for information amended on January 26, 2004. Thank you for committing to
provide the first three items in our request this Friday, February 27. Thank you also for arranging to make files housed in
your office and the county land department available to us for copying at your copy machine at $.10 per copy.

During our conversation you stated that some of the-documents we have requested are not on file in your office or the
county land department. I believe you noted that motorized recreation grant-in-aid requests are initially reviewed by a
staff person with the'Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Agency and that requested documents involved in this

review process, such as grant requests, permits, and requests for reimbursements, may be on file in the IRRR office in

Eveleth. You suggested that we make a request for information to the IRRR to track down those documents not housed in
your office. : ’ '

As you may recall, 1 expressed concern during our February 20 conversation that it should not be.our responsibility to
determine in what physical office the documents we have requested are stored. We are concemned¢hat making a duplicate
request to the IRRR will result in our paying for duplicate information without insuring that the documents. we have
requested are complete. As local government sponsor for snowmobile and ATV clubs receiving grant-in-aid funds it is
the county’s responsibility to have requested documents on file. We expect that required documents related to each grant-
in-aid request and board resolution should be provided attached to these requests for verification that required documents
are on file. It should not be our role to sort through various files in various locations to do this for the county.

In light of the current confusion as to where various requested documents are housed we would like to postpone our
February 27, 2004 appoiniment with your office to search and copy from your files. To reiterate our amended request
from January 26, 2004 we ask that you provide us with a per item cost to retrieve requested items #s 4 -7. We also
request that you provide us with a relfable “map” or method for determining where specifically requested '
documents are housed should we choose to retrieve those documents using our own personnel. For exampie, tell us
how to find information on specific clubs and/or for a specific period of time. Tell us how to locate grant-in-aid
applications, requests for reimbursements, landowner permits, waters and wetlands permits, and other required
documents. Please provide this information as soon as possible to allow us to make 2 determination as to the most
efficient method for obtaining requested doctm‘ents in a complete and timely manner. -

Aalwillnouppeafinyou:oﬁiceonl?ebnuryﬂplmemallitem#s1-3(tlmtym:agrecdto v)ideonthat Yto
MRR at the sddress on the above Jetterhead. . ' m day

Please call on me at 740-3175. with any questions you might have about our qu :
Ex ¢ Director , |
Minnesota’s voice for peace and quiet & healthy trals amd waterways,



Saint Louis County

Administration Department » 100 N. 5th Ave. W., Room 202 ¢ Duluth, MN 55802-1287
Phone: (218) 726-2448 ¢« Fax: (218) 726-2469

February 27, 2004

Mr. Jeff Brown, Executive Director
Minnesotans for Responsible Recreation
P. 0.Box 111

Duluth, MN 55801

Dear Mr. Brown:

I received your letter dateq February 25, 2004 requesting to postpone the February 27
appoinfment to view the files relating to items 4-7 of your data request. You indicated in this
same letter you would like" to receive the response to items 1-3. This information is attached as
requested. The cost to respond to items 1-3 is $2.60 (26 copies at $.10 per copy). Payment
should be submitted to my attention, made payable to the St. Louis County Auditor.

I would like to point out that Minnesota Statutes 13.601, Subd. 2, provides that “correspondence
between individuals and elected officials is private data on individuals, but may be made public
by either the sendor or the recipient.” In all cases, Commissioners elected to not release any
correspondence between themselves and an individual.

In anticipation of our February 27 appointment, I have retrieved the files relating to the subject
matter of your data request from their various locations and have them in my office. There will
be no charge for this retrieval. You will have access to the data that St. Louis County has
maintained for its purposes of sponsoring the snowmobile grant in aid funds. If you believe
other agencies may also have information, it is your responsibility to request that information
from those agencies.

Please contact me to reschedule the appointment to review the data. Please remember that the
information you have requested is contained in working files of several departments and the
appointment should be set for some time within the next 2 weeks so the files can be returned to
the departments. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Y M oste _

Ann M. Busche
Interim County Administrator

Enclosures

An Equal Opportunity Employer



March 3, 2004 Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail

Commissioner Bill Kron

St. Louis County Courthouse

100 North 5th Avenue West, Room 204
Duluth, MN 55802-1292

Dear Commissioner Kron,

Thank you for taking time recently to talk with me regarding the new Duluth ordinance, MRR’s data request to the county
and other related ATV issues. I dropped off a copy of the Legislative Audit of the DNR’s motorized trail program this
morning for your review as promised.. I received your phone message today about the Duluth ordinance and look forward
to talking with you about county-city coaperation in enforcing this ordinance on state-owned county-managed tax forfeit
land in the city. Thank you in advance for you assistance in launching a new era of protection and restoration for Duluth’s
parks and natural areas. Our members and Duluthians everywhere will long appreciate your efforts toward this legacy.

Regarding MRR’s January 16, 2004 request for motorized recreation information from the county, we ware greatly
disappointed yesterday to reteive a letter from Ann Busche, Interim County Administrator stating that Con:missioners
have elected not to release any correspondence between themselves and individuals. Ag we discussed in your office
constituents are already suspicious about the Board’s seemingly “behind the scenes” December 23, 2003 decision
recommzendifig conversion of the North Shore State Trail to ATV use. This decision was made without the benefit of
public discutsion and debate and was made without posting thz item on the Board’s agenda. That the board carried oo
discussions with ATV proponents for ver three months regarding this issue of great interest to the pubiic prior to the.
Board’s decision has left the impression that the Board preferred to hide this issue.from public view. Now,
‘Commissioners’ refusal to share information which state and federal agencies readily post on their websites for public
consumption has only reinforced the appearance that the St. Louis County Board is operating in secrecy and is urwilling -
to include constituents in high-impact decisions. :

MRR’s mission is to protect communities and the environment from the well-docurhented unwanted impacts of motorized
recreation. We believe there is a place for everything when everything is in its place. We are convinced that the only way
to determine the place for ATVs is through open and rigorous public discussion and debate. This has been entirely absent
from the Board’s high impact December 23, 2003 decision. A .



